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2020-2021 AREA REPORTS 
 

 

REGION 1 - SWIFT CURRENT 
 

 The City of Swift Current was again successful in accessing the Ministry of Highways “Community 

Airport Partnership” (CAP) program in 2021.  In 2020, a major surface rehabilitation of the primary 

runway began.  The work will be completed in two phases – the first phase entails repair of major 

transverse cracks and placement of a levelling course of asphalt.  Approximately 60% of the first phase 

was completed in 2020 and the remaining portion was finished in 2021.  Work on the second phase is 

expected to begin in the next few years and will likely be completed over multiple construction seasons.  

Additional projects completed at Swift Current Airport include upgrades to airfield electrical equipment 

and re-application of painted runway markings that had been paved over. 

 General aviation traffic at YYN continued to hold steady in 2021 despite being a very difficult year for 

aerial applicators.  Rotary traffic refueling arrivals continued to be robust, with the bulk of the traffic 

being contracted firefighting operators.  Automobile drag racing events were held on three weekends in 

2021, with the City entering into a new five-year agreement with the club.  The local CASARA zone 

remains active, and successfully completed an annual evaluation in October.  NAV CANADA published 

RNAV (GPS) LPV approaches for Runway 13-31 earlier in the year.  The VOR/DME approaches 

continue to be offline, but NAV CANADA indicates they plan to return the VOR facility to service in the 

near future.  Airport personnel look forward to operating the Larue D40 runway snowblower and Tenco 

towable runway sweeper that were acquired in 2020 but saw few hours of use due to low levels of 

precipitation. 

 Other airports in the region also saw some improvements to their infrastructure.  Leader Airport continues 

to see growth, especially due to the presence of Wall Air, an aircraft maintenance service established in 

2017.  The Leader Airport has seen the addition of a terminal facility, a new surface on the runway, and 

re-applied runway markings in 2021, funded by the CAP program.  Maple Creek Airport re-applied 

painted markings and numbers to their runway, also with assistance from the CAP program.  Shaunavon 

Airport accessed CAP funding to replace their aging aerodrome beacon. 

Submitted by Todd Schultz 

 

REGION 2 - MOOSE JAW/ASSINIBOIA 
 

 Moose Jaw has had some big changes.  First, the Moose Jaw Muni runway extensions are nearly 

complete. Some line painting and runway lights are left.  

 In addition, the FBO has opened a flight school with a crop of new aviators.  

 No major changes at Assiniboia - About 15 transient aircraft per year. Gravelbourg is in the same boat. 

Submitted by Cal Jorstad 
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REGION 3 - ESTEVAN/WEYBURN 
 

ESTEVAN 

 

 2021 has proven to be an interesting year again for our province and aviation community on several 

different fronts. We have seen steady numbers in air traffic here in Estevan and even a small increase in 

light aircraft traffic. Aircraft prices are way up and there seems to be no end in the number of people 

looking to purchase small aircraft. Meanwhile, both turbine and oil field business traffic here in Estevan 

are lower than in the past, and we are looking for ways as a community to grow and develop the airport to 

better utilize our facility. 

 The City of Estevan and the flying community are very proud of our airport facility here in Estevan and 

we want to continue to both maintain and improve our airport moving forward into the future! We have 

done several small capital projects here this summer to make improvements to the facility. Runway crack 

sealing was completed in July, and now with six years having passed since paving all runways and 

taxiway surfaces, we are very pleased with the long-term results and the work done by contractors. We 

have had very minimal issues and we expect to reach a 25-year life cycle easily. We plan on doing an 

application of an oil emulsion in 2022 to further seal and protect the paved surface of the runways. A new 

perimeter fence was built around the airport this summer replacing the original fence from 1989. It was a 

joint project with the CAP grant and the City of Estevan and was completed on time and on budget. The 

drainage project completed two years ago has been a huge improvement to the airports and is working as 

designed. Another private hangar was constructed this summer here at the Estevan Regional Airport, and 

it is large enough to store 2-3 more aircraft. We are now actively looking at developing more airside lots 

as we only have one lot left, and we see an immediate need to have a plan in place to have new lots 

surveyed and ready whenever a person or company wants to develop at the airport. 

 The Estevan Regional Airport has both a full service AMO on the field and a flight training unit. This has 

been a key factor in both maintaining and growing the local aviation community. Flight training, while 

extremely busy in 2020, has slowed here in 2021 and we currently are using the time to train up a new 

flight instructor. The Estevan Flying Club has had a couple smaller fly outs this summer going up to 

northern Saskatchewan for fishing trips and we held a very popular spot landing and short field take off 

contest in Weyburn this spring. It was very informal, but I know we will continue these informal fly outs 

whenever possible. 

 Going into 2022, we plan on budgeting for some runway lighting improvements and working on 

developing the airport land. We also look forward to getting more events planned (fly-in lunch, fly outs to 

other communities) and having the freedom to travel across this country and the U.S. again with our 

aircraft.  

Submitted by Richard Reetz 
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REGION 4 - REGINA 
 

Regina Airport Authority 

 

 No report submitted. 

 

Regina Flying Club Report “COVID 2021” 

 
 Considering the COVID-19 impact, 2020-2021 was a reasonably active flight training year for the RFC. 

 Four Private Pilot Licence ground schools were held via ZOOM – in September 2021 PPL ground school 

returned to in-person attendance. 

 The RFC continues to operate its aerial work and air taxi charter services with much-reduced flight hours 

from previous years. 

 The air cadet program was not conducted in 2020 or 2021 and we remain hopeful that the air cadets return 

in 2022. 

 Management personnel change saw General Manager Audrey Kahovec depart the RFC in June 2021 and 

the RFC Board of Directors conduct a recruitment for the GM position.  James Topinka assumed the GM 

position effective October 20. 

 Key operational personnel remain: Rylan Grubb, CFI/Flight School Manager, and Tom Ray, Operations 

Manager. 

 With Audrey’s departure, the RFC appointed a new PRM – Kris Clay. 

 Recently Tom Ray received Pilot Examiner authority from Transport Canada for Instructor Ratings (Class 

4, 3 and 2 initial and renewal). 

Submitted by Dave Atkinson 

 

REGION 5 - YORKTON 
 

 In January, a landing fee policy was implemented. This policy exempts single piston aircraft while 

charging a per kilogram fee to twin, turbine and jet engine aircraft. Yorkton has experienced successful 

compliance with the fees. The revenue generated from these fees have been beneficial to help with airport 

maintenance expenses. 

 In August, a local contractor, Federowich Construction, completed crack sealing on the taxiways and 

aprons. They used a hot pour crack sealant instead of cold pour. This allowed the product to cure faster on 

the surface. The product used was engineered for very cold climates. 

 Newly implemented this year are reflective rods instead of flags on our runway lights. 

 Despite the difficult times of the coronavirus, our airport businesses and movements have remained 

strong. 

 Two new recreational hangars are being built. 

 Yorkton Airport continues to be committed to safety, quality, and future growth. Looking forward to 

further infrastructure improvements in the years to come. 

Submitted by Don Ingham 
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REGION 6 – SASKATOON 
 

Saskatoon Airport Authority 

 

 No report submitted. 

 

 

REGION 7 - ROSETOWN/KINDERSLEY 
 

 No report submitted. 

 

 

REGION 8 - NORTH BATTLEFORD/LLOYDMINSTER 
 

 The 5-year runway resurfacing project on Runway 12/30 is complete. Future projects as time and funding 

permit will be the surface improvement on the crosswind runway 06/24. Another long-term program will 

be the modernizing of the Runway 12/30 lighting system because of the difficulty of acquiring parts for 

the system which has been in place since the late ‘70s.  

 North Battleford Airport also has had another hangar construction project get underway for completion 

early next year.  

 Another area of improvement is the purchase of a 2021 plow truck which will be completed in late 

November to replace the 1979 plow truck acquired when the city took over management of the airport.  

 The self-serve fuel system that was updated three years ago has had some growing pains but the parties 

involved have worked together to make it a reliable system.  

 The City continues to expand the wildlife fencing around the airport perimeter, with another section to be 

completed in 2021. 

 The traffic at the airport has continued to increase in spite of COVID -  the oil expansion in the area, the 

increased medevac traffic and the local aviation community have all contributed to this increase. The 

future looks very promising and the City is working on a long-term plan for the demand for increased 

hangar sites and terminal parking area.  Council continues to support the airport operation and recognizes 

the economic importance that the airport brings to both the community and surrounding area. 

 Submitted by Fran de Kock 
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REGION 9 - PRINCE ALBERT 
 
Prince Albert (Glass Field) Airport 

 The ACAP funded new LED lights & signs project. The project also included installation of ARACLS. 

Installation is planned for the spring 2022.  

 An Air-Terminal COVID-19 Safety Plan remains in place and is modified frequently with changing 

health directives.  

 An Airport Strategic Master Plan is complete and is being used for future planning and budgeting. The 

Plan recommended service rate changes which were approved by the Airport Advisory Committee and 

City Council for implementation in 2022.  

 Reduced Visibility Operation Procedures are developed and should be implemented in December 2021. 

 YPA hours of operation will change from Mon-Fri to Sun-Fri to ensure certified airport operations are 

staffed during scheduled passenger flight operations.  

 CAP provided funds to complete Runway 16-34 WDI and new end markers, causing 16-34 to be 26m 

shorter to achieve compliance.  

 

Submitted by: Corey Nygaard, Airport Manager, Prince Albert  

 

Birch Hills Airport  

 The Birch Hills airport continues to be quite busy with private operators, aerial applicators, and general 

aviation, with both itinerant and fixed base operations.  

 Aircraft maintenance and flight training services are provided by a fixed base operator.  

 A new large hangar was constructed in 2020.  

 100LL fuel is available at the airport.  

 The Prince Albert Gliding and Soaring Club is very active and continues to fly out of the Birch Hills 

Airport.  

 The Birch Hills Flying Club is also very active at the airport and continues to partner with the Town to 

maintain the facility.  

 In 2019, the Town completed the airfield lighting project that was 50/50 cost shared through the 

Community Airport Partnership program.  

 

Submitted by: Danielle Vandale, Acting Chief Administrative Officer, Town of Birch Hills  

 

Shellbrook Airport  

 The multi-year construction project to upgrade the airport saw improvements in 2020 with more fill 

material added to the east end of the runway. Work is expected to continue in future years until the entire 

runway is upgraded.  

 

Submitted by: Kelly Hoare, CAO, Town of Shellbrook 
 

Submitted by Peter Heal 
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REGION 10 – MELFORT/TISDALE 
 

Melfort 

 

 There was one aerial applicator operating out of the airport this past summer.  At times, they 

were using three planes.  

 Air ambulance and Stars continue to use the airport.  Stars has a new Heliport that is fully 

operational at the hospital. 

 Both JetA and Avgas are available through the card lock operated by the City of Melfort.  This 

has been a great addition for general aviation as it’s always available and is at a competitive 

price.  

 The City received a CAP grant this summer and dug out, packed and resurfaced an internal 

taxiway for the south hangars.  They received approximately $23,000 from the CAP grant to do 

this project.  

 There have been two new hangars constructed in 2021.   

 Melfort’s COPA Flight #182 has been shut down over Covid and we had our first in person 

meeting on Tuesday, September 21st.  Doug Chisholm, a local GA pilot, received the 

Saskatchewan Directors award from Candace Pardo, our Saskatchewan COPA Director.  He has 

been active in GA for over 40 years and has installed over 300 War Memorial plaques on 

northern lakes and rivers to honor WWII veterans that were killed in action during the war.  

 Threshold, runway centerline, runway numbers, and hold short line have all been repainted this 

fall. 

Submitted by Trent Rae 

Tisdale  

 

 Tisdale Aviation Association/COPA Flight #93 activities, as well as other formal activities, were 

essentially non-existent due to the observance of Covid restrictions this past year.  The first 

formal event, a Fly-in Lunch is scheduled for Saturday, October 9th. Looking forward to getting 

back to a more regular schedule once the pandemic dissipates.  

 Despite the Covid pandemic, the Tisdale Airport continues to be active with both general and 

business aviation, as well as air ambulance and two aerial applicator businesses. 

 A resurgence of younger pilots within the Tisdale area has been encouraging.  Most all of the 13 

hangars are full of active aircraft. 

 The Town of Tisdale continues to do a very good job of operating and maintaining the airport. 

Submitted by Mark Cresswell 

 

 

REGION 11 - NORTHERN SASKATCHEWAN 
 

 No report submitted. 
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SASKATCHEWAN PUBLIC SAFETY AGENCY - AIR OPERATIONS 

 

Saskatchewan had the most active fire season in the last 10 years, with the whole fleet exceeding 3000hrs for the 

season. There was also a late-season reactivation of three CV580’s and two CL215Ts with Birddogs, with crew 

recalls in October. 

 

With the finalization of the fleet renewal strategy, we anxiously anticipate the delivery of our last CL215T and the 

first of three Twin Commanders in early spring 2022. 

 

Due to the extremely quiet fire seasons of 2019 and 2020, the pilot, light agricultural spray aircraft (SEAT) 

program, was extended for another two years to the fall of 2022, in order to effectively evaluate and establish an 

appropriate program going forward for the use of these aircraft in supporting the SPSA.  To support the program 

over the past two seasons, SPSA - Air Operations has held several “Fire Bombing Procedures” training, well 

attended by the Ag aircraft operators. 

 

Due to the expanded mandate under the Agency, Air Operations is in the process of making an application for 703 

Operations Certification, with the understanding and mandate that the 703 capability will only be invoked in the 

extreme circumstances that the public sector is not able to support the immediate needs of the Agency in 

emergency situations. 

 

2021 has been the year of changing staff.  Bob Stallard, long-standing dedicated Chief Pilot, will be retiring. 

However, to the advantage of the Agency, he will be returning seasonally as the Head of the Flight Training 

Program and available as a line pilot should the need arise. Fred Jorgensen, who has been Assistant and Acting 

Chief Pilot the last two seasons, will be stepping into Bob’s place.  We also had the pleasure of welcoming 

Audrey Kahovec, former Regina Flying Club GM, as our Safety Manager and Assistant Operations Manager. 

 

Submitted by Peter Boniface 

Executive Director/Operations Manager – Air Operations, SPSA 

 

 

 

SASKATCHEWAN POLYTECHNIC/SAC COMMERCIAL PILOT PROGRAM 

 
 No report submitted. 

 

 

SASKATCHEWAN INDIAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGIES 

AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE ENGINEER PROGRAM 

 

 No report submitted. 
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Saskatchewan Aerial Applicators Association report for SAC AGM 
 

Chad Vanderbyl has been our President for the last two years and Tanner Denesowych our Vice 

President. Tanner will become the SAAA President at our AGM in November, Jeff Farr is our Secretary 

Treasurer. I am completing my term as Past President. 

While Covid-19 has been at the forefront, the drought has affected our members the most, with most 

operators not being as busy this year. Covid-19 has not affected us a lot being an essential service, 

however, some temporary foreign workers were not able to travel as easily or not at all. Not as many 

pilots from Australia were able to travel here or get home if they did manage to get here for the season. 

The Spruce Budworm program in Quebec resumed this year after the cancellation last year. It was 

bigger than ever this year with aircraft coming from as far as BC. With the drought slowing down 

spraying on the prairies, getting back from Quebec in a timely manner was not as big of an issue as 

some years. 

The SEAT Program has had a few more operators participating, and one aircraft was utilized on a fire 

this year. There is one more year left on the agreement so more meetings will be held to determine the 

future of the SEAT Program. 

We are looking forward to once again having an in-person Wings of Saskatchewan Conference, but the 

fourth wave of the pandemic is concerning. Vaccination has been a controversial issue with mandatory 

vaccination becoming more prevalent. 

Submitted by Ted Anderson 

 

 

 

Canadian Aviation Historical Society - Regina Chapter 

Report to the Saskatchewan Aviation Council - October 2021 
 

 No report submitted. 

 

 

SASKATCHEWAN AVIATION MUSEUM AND LEARNING CENTRE 
 

 No report submitted. 
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CANADIAN OWNERS AND PILOTS ASSOCIATION (COPA) 

 

 The Canadian Owner and Pilots Association (COPA) has had an eventful year including 

advocating regarding the proposed VFR changes, Luxury Tax, BasicMed and Insurance among 

personnel changes and National recognition to SK award recipients. See below for information 

on changes and recent events for COPA national, and the COPA Saskatchewan area.  

COPA NATIONAL  

 COPA National has several new team members, current as October 2021. Our new team members include 

Shara Fathima as the Administrative and Membership Coordinator, Jonathan Ballingal our new Director 

of External Relations and Cynthia Murphy Director of Aviation Operations. Jonathan begins next week 

November 1, 2021 and Cynthia began on October 18,2021. Please contact Shara for assistance regarding 

membership via sfathima@copanational.org  
 COPA was sad to receive the new that Lloyd Richards, Board of Director for Northern Ontario (2012-

2021) passed away this summer. Condolences to his family, and a huge thank you to the years of service 

to our aviation community.  

 The website Canadian Plane Trade was revamped and COPA members still receive 10% off! The site was 

developed with the goal of making it easier for our members to search, buy and sell aircraft and aviation-

related items.  https://canadianplanetrade.ca/  Changes to ensure compelling membership benefits for 

current members, youth and student pilots will be implemented in 2022. COPA National held its first 

Virtual Fly IN, and hosted workshops from Transport Canada, Foreflight and more.  

 COPA National submitted a report to CARAC regarding the” Notice of Proposed Amendment (NPA) 

regarding Visual Meteorological Conditions for VFR Flight”. We advised CARAC that this proposal 

would come with an onerous training requirement restricting GA night operations for those who did not 

have access to various technology. COPA made recommendations, including rejecting the proposed 

amendments to CARs 602.11 and 602.115 as risks of night flying would not be eliminated, along with 

other comments. Thank you to SAC for your contribution.  

 COPA sent a joint letter with AOPA to the Canadian Minister of Transport to introduce advocacy for 

possible BasicMed for Canadian pilots.  

 COPA is continuing to collaborate with TC’s CAMME team to revise the Category 4 medical certificate 

for the FAA to eventually enable holders to operate Certified, Amateur-Built, and Limited-class aircraft 

from the United States.  

 In late July 2021, NAV CANADA finally confirmed the complete list of sites where Level of Service 

reviews which were ongoing, are now postponed for the foreseeable future. Proposed sites included 

various airport throughout SK. COPA Members in the area were encouraged to provide feedback and fill 

out surveys. We are encouraging COPA members to continue landing and exploring our various airports 

to continue basic movements at our airports. No matter how small the impact, the change can still create 

large tremors!  

 COPA recommended raising the entry point of the Tax from $100,000 to at least $600,000 and one-time 

application of tax to simplify transfers of ownership for the proposed luxury tax requirements. 

Recommendation of a GO GREEN” initiative that waives the Tax on lower emission/electric-powered 

aircraft was also submitted.  

 COPA is continuing to work with Transport Canada and Nav Canada regarding COVID-19 requirements 

and mandatory regulations. Insurance: See below. COPA National currently has over 14,000 members 

nation-wide. Thank you to the technical committee and our COPA headquarters for their work on 

numerous projects this year.  

  

mailto:sfathima@copanational.org
https://canadianplanetrade.ca/
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CANADIAN OWNERS AND PILOTS ASSOCIATION (COPA) (continued) 

 

COPA – SASKATCHEWAN REGION  

 Saskatchewan COPA members cover 5 % of COPA National members nationwide, an increase from last 

year and include just over 700 members provincially, not including COPA Flight members! 

Saskatchewan increased in COPA flights this past year to include Moose Jaw, and soon to include an 

additional new COPA flight in Southern Saskatchewan.  

 Many well deserved awards were awarded to Saskatchewan Residents recognised at the COPA National 

level at the National COPA National Virtual Flyin. Award recipients include one of COPA National Top 

awards to Guy Devenny, the John Bogie Memorial Award. Guy’s award was presented to Guy’s Family 

and Friends at Mitchinson’s 75th anniversary event. Many hearts and thoughts were touched by Guy.  

 The COPA NATIONAL Saskatchewan Directors award was presented to Doug Chisholm, Melfort COPA 

Flight in Melfort. Our Flight Captain Trent Rae created a program to share some of the boundless efforts 

Doug has contributed to the aviation community including mentorship, geo-memorial work, archaeology 

and so much more. Doug continues to use his aviation skills to benefit our local communities of the past 

and present. Thank you Doug.  

 Merit Awards were awarded to Richard Reetz, Roger Blager, Shane Armstrong, COPA Flight #4 and 

Harold Fast. Awards are still to be presented pending upcoming COPA flight meetings. Although there 

are many words of appreciation we would like to share, please note the brief word of thanks to the 

following award recipients.  

 Thank you Richard Reetz for continual motivation, encouragement and caretaker of the Estevan 

Community!  

 Thank you to Shane Armstrong for his involvement and dedication for educating our new generations in 

aviation high school to flight school, his reach has spread down to southern and central Saskatchewan 

high schools!  

 Thank you to Harold Fast for contribution to growing aviation community, time and mentorship across 

the province!  

 Congratulations to Roger Blager for growing a distilled aviation community, recruiting volunteers and 

brining positivity to the Moose Jaw Airport Pilots lounge and flying club. Many pilots including medevac 

are grateful for your enthusiasm!  

 Thank you to Copa Flight 4, for putting on an air rally year after year, engaging members and non-

members across the province. This year’s air rally included the north, such as Saskatoon, Melfort, Birch 

Hills, Yorkton and so forth! Thank you!  

 Merit Awards: Thank you to Flight Plan Marketing for your support in building the Skcopa.ca website- 

the first COPA National Province wide website that includes information, Flight Documents and Events 

for each COPA Flight throughout the province.  

 Merit Awards were additionally presented to Nav Canada for their dedication to our members! Thank you 

for patiently teaching on zoom, creating scavenger hunt rules and codes for our members in live time via 

radio communications, personally assisting members in planning trips and always having a listening ear 

to our concerns throughout the province. Many efforts on their days off. Thank you specifically to Air 

Traffic Controllers, Unit Specialists, Site Managers and FSS in Saskatchewan Area: Nav Canada 

Specifically: Marc Brisebois, Joel Elder, Kevin Dybka, Corey Nichols, Rob William Oke.  
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CANADIAN OWNERS AND PILOTS ASSOCIATION (COPA) (continued) 

 

LATEST ADVOCACY in SK:  

 WE recently held a zoom meeting to address insurance concerns Currently Members are encouraged to 

file complaints regarding insurance directly to Candace Pardo or via this google form by November 14, 

2021. We need submissions to build a case to present to insurance. A town hall with competing insurance 

companies will be end by the end of the month. https://forms.gle/VcrB1niAQ4AzA1nc9   
 Online meetings have been encouraged to flight clubs, along with encouragement for members to be 

aware of local airport COVID-19 precautions upon arriving at airports. Online province wide 

presentations/meetings are restarting the month of November most likely Thursday nights! Check events 

on the website or via WhatsApp or text.  

 In the future if you have any COPA related questions or ideas, feel free to contact Candace Pardo, Board 

of Director/Regional Representative for Saskatchewan or Christine Gervais, CEO and President. In the 

event you are unable to reach Christine or Candace, leave your contact details and they will be happy to 

contact you back. Chat with COPA and COPA Saskatchewan’s social media: @flyskcopa, 

@copanational, #flyskcopa #allforflight.  

Submitted by Candace Pardo 

 

https://forms.gle/VcrB1niAQ4AzA1nc9
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Ministry of Highways – 2021 

 
Operational Highlights 

 
 Fond du Lac – Whitford Construction recently completed the Airports Capital Assistance Program (ACAP) 

project which included a rehab of the existing runway, taxiway and apron surfaces, as well as a complete 

upgrade to the airfield lighting system going from a low intensity to a high intensity (LED) system.  

 

An electric drive-thru gate that is key pad activated was installed at the Fond du Lac main airport access point 

adjacent to the air terminal building. This new gate should help control unauthorized airside access by 

vehicles, pedestrians and dogs running at large. 

 

 Stony Rapids – an electric drive-thru gate that is key pad activated was installed at the main access point to 

the airport, however due to the unstable soil conditions it was decided that the gate will be relocated to an area 

with better soil conditions this fall.   

 

 Pelican Narrows – installation of partial security fencing was completed in January. In August, the runway 

surface was strengthened through the placement of approximately 150 mm of base gravel. At the same time, 

runway 01 was also extended 213 feet to the north increasing the runway length to 3,125 feet. The installation 

of a medium intensity airfield edge light system was completed towards the end of September.  

 

Since the runway was extended at the Pelican Narrows Airport, the relocated threshold of runway 19 affects 

the existing RNAV (GNSS) approach. As a result, MoH has engaged an external design organization working 

on a revised approach and will submit the design to NAV CANADA for approval once it is complete.  

 

 Cumberland House –  a rehab project of the apron using a different procedure on each half of the apron was 

completed this year and will be monitored to determine which treatment will work best to carry out future 

repairs to the runway. Included with the work on the apron was the placement of a double seal on the taxiway 

which only had a gravel surface since strengthening work on it was completed late in 2019.  

 

Due to a drier than normal year, combined Ministry forces from several sections were able to complete a 

reseal of the entire runway at the Cumberland House airport which will help preserve the surface for a number 

of years.  

 

 Hudson Bay – brush clearing was completed to remove trees that were beginning to penetrate the Obstacle 

Limitation Surfaces (OLS) on the approaches to Runways 06 and 24.  

 

 California Bearing Ratio (CBR) testing was completed at Wollaston Lake, Stony Rapids, and La Loche 

airports by CBR Technology in June, followed by testing in August at Fond du Lac and Pelican Narrows once 

the runway work was completed.  

 

 MoH purchased and installed cameras at the Meadow Lake Airport. These additional cameras complement 

the ones already installed at La Loche, Patuanak, Pinehouse Lake, Buffalo Narrows, Pelican Narrows, Fond 

du Lac, Ile a la Crosse, Cumberland House, Hudson Bay, Sandy Bay, Stony Rapids, and Wollaston Lake 

airports. Since work by the Aviation Advisory Committee (AAC) on this initiative, web cameras have been 

installed at 13 of the MoH-owned airports. These cameras are all website-based and provide a current picture 

of the airport environment which is updated with a new image every 10 minutes. The cameras can be accessed 

at http://highways.glmobile.com/airports/ 

 

  

http://highways.glmobile.com/airports/
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Ministry of Highways - 2021 
 

Community Airport Partnership (CAP) Program Highlights 

 
 The goal of the CAP Program is to provide eligible airports with stable financial assistance.  Funding is used to 

rehab, construct, and improve airport facilities.   

 

 Regional airports play an important role in supporting economic and social development and growth, including 

emergency services.   

 

 Applicants must be willing to partner to fund the proposed project.  Airports will receive funds on a 50/50 cost-

shared basis up to a maximum amount.   

 

 Since the inception of the CAP Program in 2007-08, a total of 42 communities have benefitted from the program 

with a total of more than $10M in grant payments. 

 

 For 2021-22, there were 24 applications received requesting over $1.4M in funding. Nineteen airports will 

receive over $1.25M in funding.  Projects are ranked by an independent CAP Program Review Panel through a 

merit-based process with an emphasis on safety. The Panel consists of the President of the Saskatchewan 

Aviation Council (SAC), a representative from the Saskatchewan Urban Municipalities Association, technical 

experts from Regina and Saskatoon airport authorities, and MoH staff.  For 2021-22, additional stimulus 

funding allowed for an increased number of projects.   

 

 For 2021-22, the communities approved for funding included: Carlyle, Esterhazy, Estevan, Kindersley, Kipling, 

Leader, La Ronge, Luseland, RM of Eldon, RM of Snipe Lake, Maple Creek, Melfort, Moose Jaw, Moosomin, 

Prince Albert, Rockglen, Shaunavon, Swift Current, Unity, Weyburn, Wynyard and Yorkton. 

 

 Communities receiving CAP Program funding for five consecutive years or more include: Kindersley and Swift 

Current.   
 

 Funded projects for 2021-22 include: runway pavement rehab, apron and taxiway resurfacing, new fence, 

sealing, lighting, beacon light and runway lighting, signage, weather data instruments, drainage, and line 

painting.     

 

 Since the program’s creation, there have been a total of 247 CAP Program applications with 191 of these 

applications approved.  

 

 For 2021-22 an additional intake process is in progress that will potentially fund additional projects. To be 

eligible, such projects must be completed by the end of March 2022.  

 

 This year MoH will make further improvements to the CAP Program and Application Guidelines that were 

updated and approved after they were presented at the SAC’s Wings of Saskatchewan conference on November 

8th, 2019.   
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Ministry of Highways - 2021 
 

Policy Highlights 

 
 Instituted in 2013, MoH continues to work with aviation stakeholders in the province through the 

Saskatchewan AAC. The committee was established as a result of a recommendation from the SAC to have a 

closer working relationship with the provincial government and aviation stakeholders in Saskatchewan.  

 

 The AAC serves a number of purposes, one of which is to have continuous discussion on aviation issues in 

Saskatchewan and provide an advisory and supportive role to the aviation sector.  

 

 Since inception, the AAC has identified and realized the completion of several projects at northern airports. 

Projects include: 

 

 sewer and water project at the Wollaston Lake Airport (2014);  

 web-based cameras and related equipment installed at thirteen northern airports (2016-2021);  

 global navigation satellite system instrument procedures for the Cumberland House and Patuanak 

airports (2017), both of which were published by NAV CANADA in the Canada Air Pilot, the 

official publication of instrument approaches; and, 

 installation of an Automated Weather Observing System at the Fond du Lac (2018) and 

Wollaston Lake airports (2021).  

 

 MoH participated in virtual meetings held by the Regina and Saskatoon Airport Authorities (e.g., annual, 

consultative, nominator) as well as Board meetings of SAC. MoH also worked collaboratively with these 

stakeholders to address aviation-related issues of concern. 

 

 MoH and AAC worked collectively to assess Transport Canada’s advisory circulars (ACs), notice of 

proposed amendments, interim orders and other regulatory changes proposed/and or implemented in 2021. 

Examples include: 

  

 AC 700-504 – assess Transport Canada’s proposed requirements to publish hours of service (have 

staff onsite) during scheduled flights at certified aerodromes. 

 AC 301-001 No. 2 – assess Transport Canada’s proposed instrument approach procedure 

amendments at non-certified (registered) aerodromes which would require runway strip width 

increases at non-compliant aerodromes (e.g., removal of obstacles to increase runway strip width 

could be challenging for aerodromes with runways adjacent to a water body with an inadequate 

land base to allow for strip expansion).  

 

Monitoring of these activities by MoH and AAC is ongoing and both continue to work with Transport Canada 

on issues that impact airports in Saskatchewan. 

 

 MoH worked with Transport Canada to provide funding for the continued operation of scheduled air services 

to Saskatchewan remote communities. 

 

 MoH continues its allegiances with other aviation stakeholders such as the Aviation Standing Committee that 

is made up of federal, provincial and territorial members. National aviation stakeholders also participate.  

 

 MoH continues to engage other jurisdictions on aviation-related issues when necessary. 
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